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able instincts of human nature will assert themselves
with perpetual miracles of gracious spontaneity in
the slums as well as in Arcadia. Hermann and
Dorothea will rehearse the "old, old story" in
whispers or hints, and during hours when all is
hushed ; the mother will glow with all the hope
and love of womanhood as the babe, predestined to
scrofula or typhus, smiles up or crows in her face ;
and the father, worn out with the week's toil, will
feel a Sabbath rest as he looks round upon his
children, even though he cannot talk freely, or pray,
or walk in green fields with them. No one can
doubt that the moral sentiment is inextinguishable
who reflects how the instinct of purity has main-
tained itself among English women, living as they
have done for the last three generations in con-
ditions of domesticity that even in the country
were often only a little better than they now are in
the less crowded parts of our great cities. What it
seems impossible to question is, that the old family
feeling, with which self-respect, loyalty to kindred,
discipline, and sexual purity were intimately associ-
ated, must in course of time disappear from large
towns, unless some radical change should make
home-life possible to the toiling and thrifty part of
the population.

Now the State Socialism which is growing upon
us, and the scientific teaching which we are all dis-
posed to admit, are combining in some respects to
a hopeful solution of some of these difficulties.
Science, disregarding the "let-alone" theory, which
declared that the State had no right to interfere
with the workman's demand for lodgings, or the
capitalist's supply, is instructing us that it is at our